
  Residential Solar Guide
Why solar?
Solar energy provides an clean and renewable alternative to power your home. Going solar also 
reduces your electricity bills, allowing your to save money in the long run. It increases the value 
of your home, protects your roof, promotes energy independence, and it creates green jobs.

How do I go solar?
1.   Site Assessment - The best roofs for solar are south-facing roofs, mainly unshaded. It 

is also important to consider whether your roof will need repairs soon. If it does, you 
should get your room fixed and install solar while you are at it! But don’t worry too much 
about it; the installers will make sure your roof is up to code. 

2. Solicit Bids - contact local installers and get at least three bids to compare from. 
a. The MD Clean Energy Center has a directory where you can search for installers 

in your area: http://www.mdcleanenergy.org/find/find_a_company
b.   You can also find a list NABCEP certified installers in your area here: http://

www.nabcep.org/installer-locator
1. Solar Financing - Look at the prices offered and explore the renewable energy 

incentives available (read more about MD incentives on the back of the page). 
a. If you have sufficient savings and pay taxes, self-financing is probably the way to 

go. 
b. If you would rather have no upfront costs (but also less savings) you can go for a 

solar lease or a Purchase Power Agreement. In this case the solar installer buys, 
owns and maintains the solar system on your roof, and in exchange you buy the 
electricity generated from them at a reduced cost. 

2. Compare bids - Look at what solar panels will they use, the warranties, compare cost 
per kW installed, etc. 

a. If you have questions about your bids, we can help! Email davidcbrosch@comcast.net
3. Select an installer - Contact them, sign the final contract and schedule the installation. 

They will handle all the rebate applications, permits, and the interconnection with your 
utility.

4. Sell your SRECs - You can sell the Renewable Energy Credits produced by your 
system by yourself or get the installer to do so. 

5. Have a party to celebrate your new system and encourage your friends to go solar
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MD Solar Resources
MD SUN Listserve
Join the conversation with fellow Maryland solar enthusiasts. Post questions, find support from 
others who have gone solar and connect with the grassroots solar movement.
It is also a way to keep track of local developments around solar, including pending laws, 
incentives and changes in policy.

Click here to find out more and join: http://bit.ly/12pRX45

Government Incentives
There are a few incentives offered at the federal, state and local level for solar in Maryland.
• The Federal Tax Credit: The Federal Government offers a tax credit for 30% of the total cost 

of the system.  
• Maryland Clean Energy Grant Program: The state provides residents with a grant of $1,000 

for the installation of solar PV residential systems. To learn more about the grant and the 
application process, go to: http://energy.maryland.gov/Residential/cleanenergygrants/
index.html

• The Jane E. Lawton Conservation Loan Program (JELLP): it provides loans to install RE. 
The revolving loan program allots up to $500,000 per loan at a 2.5% interest rate (with a 
payback of 10 years or less) for non-residential renewable energy systems. The program has 
a $1.75 million budget for 2013.

• For more information and a complete list of incentives in MD, visit the DSIRE USE website: 
http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/

SRECs
• In states with Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards (RPS), utility companies are required to 

get a certain portion of their electricity from renewable energy, creating a market for renewable 
energy credits. Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs) are tradable certificates that you get 
for every 1,000 kWh of electricity produced by a solar energy system. 

• So, for every 1000 kWh of electricity that your system produces, you get one SREC that you 
can sell to your utility. 

• You can sell them upfront for a fixed price (many installers give you this option), or you can 
sell them yourself over time. 

• To learn more about SRECS, visit http://www.srectrade.com/background.php
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